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work that contained similarities to his, although it was not clear what aspects of any of these other works were
appropriated. In particular, the jury was told that the defendants had copied terms from a short story called

"Down Among the Dead Men". But the issue of copyright was not raised by the prosecution. Instead, the case
was ruled to be too complex and a retrial was ordered. The case was abandoned in a mistrial on 27 June 2001,

when the jury was unable to reach a verdict. But four days later, the two defendants were arrested by police and
handed over to the Metropolitan police. The Crown Prosecution Service issued a statement saying that it was

reviewing the case and would provide more information to the court. On 5 November, the three men were
charged with conspiracy to defraud and breach of copyright. The CPS did not provide any further details but
added: "We will decide whether or not to press charges based on the evidence presented in court." The men
were also charged with entering a false trading account and theft or misconduct in a public office. The trial

opened at Southwark Crown Court on 17 January 2002 and lasted just eight days. The verdict came after three
weeks of deliberations and was handed down by Judge Rogers, who said the "truly extraordinary" case had

taken an "enormous" amount of time. He was told: "The source material which formed the basis of the
defendants' creation was taken without permission from the owner. "In my view, it was the strong copying of
the material, far beyond the removal of any copyright protection, which constituted the theft." In the previous

court hearing it had been claimed that the defendants' software, called Infonaut, would estimate the square
footage of rooms in a building, providing the information would be used to create floor plans. Some of the

original paper plans to the case, which had been handed over to the court, said the inventors of Infonaut had
started as computer science students at Portsmouth University. It had been brought in by the court as evidence

and it said students had developed it after studying some basic mechanics of
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