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of the Civil War), and the newspaper Breecheslink.comNo age had ever seemed so distant to Lisa, a busy young mom of
two teenagers, until she accepted a challenging role playing the wheelchair-bound mother of a young boy who is dying of
cancer. Until then, she was always reading, always doing something, anything, to avoid thinking about her own growing
list of “things to do”, and, for the first time, about her own mortality. But, as she quickly discovered, her decision to play
the role of her son’s caregiver was not only to be physically demanding, but also emotionally demanding. Her son had a
number of painful and complex medical issues, and Lisa had to learn how to live with both sides of his illness, the side of

his illness that he was still able to control, and the side of his illness that was beyond his control. Her daughter saw Lisa at
the very end of her life, but Lisa never saw her daughter. And her daughter saw Lisa in the hospital, three days before she
died. I’ve often read about the tragic experiences of parents who deal with a family member with a terminal illness. Until

now, I haven’t been able to fully comprehend just how painful that is for a young mother like Lisa who, even when she
knew there was a painful side to her son’s illness, still had to care for her son day in and day out while trying to hold on to
her own life. Lisa’s story is indeed, in a way, a story about taking a risk with the future. Not only was she willing to take a
risk with her own future by choosing to play the role of her son’s caregiver, but she also made a very courageous choice

about how she was going to deal with her son’s illness. For several years, Lisa had said to herself that she would rather die
sooner, not later. And, as a well-known author who regularly talks about living with the “sights and sounds of aging” (as
John Eldredge tells us in his book The Adventure of Waking Up), Lisa was not only well aware of the importance of living

every moment of life to its fullest, but also of the painful side
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